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i Cor. 3. 15; 


by Fire, 


But be bimſelf ſhall be Saved, yet ſo as 


papa HE Context runs thus. Artording to 
| the grace of God which ts given unto me, 
- 45 a wiſe \iMaſter-builder, I have laid | 
the Foundation, and another butldeth thereon : But 
let every man take heed how he Buildeth thereup- 


 0n, For other Foundation can no man lay, than 


that which ts laid, Teſus Chriſt, Now if ar) man 
Build upon thu Foundation, Gold,Silver, Prect- 
oa Stones, Wood, Hay, Stabble, Every mans 
work [hall be made manifeſt for the day ſhall declare. 
it ; But it ſhall be revealed by Fire, andthe Fug, © 
ſhall try every mans work of what ſort jt is. If a= + 

ny man's work abide which he hath Belt thereupon ,, 
he ſhall receive a Reward, If any man's nark 

ſhall be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer [boſs : BUT HE 
HIMSELF SHAL BE SAVED, YET. 


|. SOAS BY FIRE. Ne 
 INhle Words the Apoſtle [peaks of a ſort 


of Perſons, wha held indeed the Foundation 4 
of Chrift:anity,; but Built upon it ſuch DoFrimes x 
or Prafices as would not bear the trial ; whieh,.. 
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he expreſſeth to us by Wood, Hay, and Stubble, 

which arenot proof againſt the Fire. Such 2a 

perſon, the Apoſtle tells us, hath brought him- 

ſelf into a very dangerous ſtate, though he 

would not abſolutely deny the poſi6:l:ty- of his 

- alvation ; He himſelf ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo 46 by 
ire. 

That by Fre here, is not meant the Fire of 
Purgatory, as ſome pretend (who would be 
glad of any ſhadow of a Text of Scripture, 
to countenance their own dreams) I ſhall net- 
ther trouble you nor my ſelf to maniteſt. 

It is very well known, that this is aProver- 
bial phraſe, uſed not only in Scripture, but in 
prophane Authors, to ſignifie 4 zarrow eſcape os! 
of 4 great danger, ' Heſhall be ſaved, yer fo as 
by Fire, 4d Tvp3s, our of the Fire, Juſt as 91 9de- 
7G is uſed, 1 Pet, 3. 20. where the Apoſtle 
ipcaking of the cight perſons of Noah's family, 
Who eſcap'd the Flood, S1:20d3yoay $1 YIarO;, 
they eſcaped out of the Water, So here this 
Phraſe is to be rendred in the Texr, He himſelf 
Fa eſcape, yet ſo a5 out of the Fire, The like 
- 1..gane; F125 have, Amos 4. 11. 1 have pluckt 
them a5 a Þ irebrand out of the Fire, And Jud: - 


23. Others Save with fear, plucking them out of | | 
the Fire. All which expreſſions ſignifie the 


greatneſs of the danger, and the diffculry of 
eſcaping it. And ſo the Romay Orator 
* (who, itis likely did' not think of 
Purgatory,) uſeth this phraſe 5 Quo ex Judiceo, 
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welut ex incendis, nudus ug ; From which 
Judgement or Sentence he eſcaped naked, as it 
ereout of a burning. And one of the Greek 
Aeiors * tells us, That toſave. 
a man out of the Fire, was 4 
eommon proverbial ſpeech, And 
thus St, Chr)ſoſtom interprets this very place, 
He ſhall eſcape as one that eſcapes out of the 
Fire, that is, (faith he) 45 one who when his 
houſe at midnight 1s ſet on Fire, wakes and leaps 


* Arjſtides 


' out of his Bed, and runs naked out of the doors, ta- 


king nothing that # within along with him, but 1m- 
ployeng his whole care to Save his body from the 


| flames, 


From the Vords thus explained, the Ob. 
fervation that naturally ariſeth is this. That 
men may hold all the Fundamentals of Chriftian 
Relig1on, and yet may ſuperadd other things where- 
by they _ greatly endanger their Salvation, 
What thoſe things were, which ſome among 
the Cor:nthians Built upon the Foundation of 
Chriftianiry, whereby they endanger'd their 
Salvation, we may probably conjeQure, by 
what the Apoltle reproves in this Epiſtle as the 
tolerating of InceFiom Marriages, communica- 
ting in 1dol Feaſts, &c, And eſpecially by the 
Dotrine of the falſe Apoſtles, who at that time 
did ſo much diſturb the peace of moſt Chriſtian 
Churches, and who are ſo often and fo ſeverely 
refleed upon in this Epiſtle. And what their 
DoF#rine was, we have an account A8s 15.v1z. 

B 2 that 


that they impoſe upon the Gertile Chriſtians, 
Circumciſion, and the Otſervation of the Jewifl, 
Law, teaching that unleſs they were Circumcoiſe] 
and kep: the Lawof Moſes, they could not be ſaved. 
So thar they did not only Build theſe Dofrines 
upon Chriſtianity, but they made them equa! 
with the Foundation, ſaying, That unleſs men be- 
lieved and prattiſed ſurh things, they could not b- 
Saved. | 

1 ſhall at this time take occaſion from 
this paſſage of the Apoſtles ro conſider theſe 
ewo things, 

I. Some Dofrines and PraFices, which 
have becn built upon the Foundation of Chriſti- 
anity to the great hazard and danger of mens 
Salvation; And to be plain, I mean particular- 
ly, by the Church of Rome. a 
- 2, Whetherour granting a poſstbelety of Sal- 
vation (though with great hazard) to thoſe in 
the communion of the Roman Church,and their 
denying It tous, be a reaſonable argument and 
encouragement to any man to betake himſelf 
to that Church > | 

And there is the more reaſon to conſider 
theſe things, when ſo'many ſeducing Spirits are 
ſo ative and buſte ro pervert men from the 
Truth , and when we fee every day ſo many 
Perſons and their Religion fo eaſily parted, For 
this reaſon theſe two Conſiderations ſhall be 
tne ſubjeR ol the following Diſcourſe, 

| go. + 
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I. Firſt, We will conſider ſome Do8r:nes 
and Pra8ices which the Church of Rowe hath 
built upon the Foundation of Chriftiantty, to 
[ thegreat hazard and danger of mens Salvudtiop. 
| Ir is not denied by the moſt judicious Proteſtant 
but that the. Church ofRome do hold all the Ar- 
ticles of the Chriſtian Faith which are neceſ- 
ſary to Salvation, But that which we charge 
upon them, as a juſt ground of our Separation 
'7 from them, is, the impoſing of new Dofrines and 
' Praftices upon Chriſtians, as neceſſary to Salvus- 
ton, which were never taught by our Saviour, 
or his Apoſtles; and which are either direQly 
contrary to the DoArine of Chriſtianity,or too 
apparently deſtructive of a good Life, And I * 
begin, > nd 


| 1. With their Do8r:nes, And, becauſe I 
! have no mind to aggravate lefſer matters,l will 
| ſingle outfouror five points of Doctrine, which 

| theyhave added to the Chriſtian Religion, and 
| | whichwereneither taught by our Saviour -and 
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© his Apoſtles,nor own'd inthefirſt ages of Chri- 
' fitanity, Andthe 
| 


- Firſt which I ſhall mention, and which - be- 
ing once admitted, makes way for as many Er- 
; Torsas they pleaſe to bring in, is this their Do- 
| GErme of Iyfallibility, And this they are very (tiff 
Bu. B 3 and 


—_— x 
and peremptory in, though they are not agreed 
jen Canliees. A Tofalibikn: is 
ſeated ; whether in the Pope alone, or a Council 
alone, or in both tozether, of in the diffuſive body 
of Chriſtiazs , Bur they are ſure they have it, 
though they know not where it is, 

- And is this no prejudice againſt it > can any 
man think, that thisprevzledge was at firſt con- 
ferred upon the Church of Rowe ,and that Chri- 
ſttans in all Ages did believe it, and had con- 
Nant recourſe to it,. for the determining of dif- 
ferences, and yet that that very Church, which 
hath enjoyed and uſed ir ſo long, ſhould now 
be at a loſs where to find it > Nothing could 
fall out more unluckily, than that there ſhould 
be ſuch differences among them about thar 
which they pretend to be the only Means of 
ending all differences. - 

| There ts not the leaſt intimation in Scripture 
of this priviledge conferrd upon the Romaz; 
Church ; nor do the Apoſtles, in all their Epi- 
ſles, ever ſo much as give the leaſt direQtion 
to Chriſtians to appeal to the Biſhop of Rowe 
for determination of many differences, which 
even inthoſe times, happen'd among them. And 
it is ſtrange they (ſhould be ſo ſilent jn this mar- 
ter, when there were ſo many occaſions to ſpeak 
of it; if our Saviour had plainly appointed 
ſuch - an 1»falible Fudge of Controverſies, for 
this yery end, to- decide the differences that 

(ſhould 
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| (9) © 
thould happen among Chriſtians; Ie is 
ſtrange that the Ancient Fathers, in their dif. 
putes with Hereticks, ſhould neyer appeal to . 
this Judge z Nay it isftrange they ſhould nor 
conſtantly doit, in all caſes, it being ſo ſhorr. 
and expedite a way for the ending of Contro- 
verfies. And this very conſideration, ro a 
wile man, is inſtead of a thouſand arguments 
to ſatisfie him thar in thoſe times no ſuch thing 
was believed in the whole world. 

Now this Do#r:7: of Infallibility, if it be not 
true, is of fo much rhe more pernicious conſe- 
quence to Chriſtianity, becauſe the conceit of -- 
i does confirm them that think they have it, 
in all their other errors ; and gives them a pre- 
cence of aſſuming an Authority to themſelves 
to impoſe their own fancies and miſtakes upon 
:he whole Chriſtian world. 


2. Their Do#rine about Repentance. Which 
confits in confeffing their Sins to. the Prieſt ; 
which if it be bur accompanied with any de- 


gree of Contrition, does, upon Abſolution re- 


ceived from thePrieft, put them into a ſtate of 
Salvation, though they have lived the moft 
lewd and debauched lives that can be imagin'd; 
than which nothing can be more deftruive of 
2 good life, For ifthis be true, all the hazard 
that the moſtwicked man runs of his Salvation 
's only the danger of ſo ſudden a death, as 

| gives 


Hed (16) 
| pies him no ſpace for Confeſſion and Ablo: 
*- -Jyrion; A caſe that happens ſo rarely, that 


* will be content t6 vetiture his Salvation upon 
this hazard; and all the Arguments to a good 
Lite will be very inſignificant to a man that 
hach a mind to be wiced, when Remiſſion of 
Sins may be had upon ſuch cheap tearms. 


3. The Dofriae of Purgatory, By which 
they mean a ſtate of Temporary Puniſhments 
after this Life, from which men may, be re- 
leaſed and Tranſlated into Heaven, by the Pray- 
ers of the Living and the Sacrifice of the Maſs. 
That this Do&trine was not known 1n the Pri- 

- mitive Church, nor can be proved frum Sctip- 
ture, we have the free acknowledgement of as 
Learned and Eminent men as ary of that 
Church ; which 1s to acknowledge that 'it is a 
Superſtrutare upon the Chriſtian Religion. 
And though in one ſenſe, it be indeed a buil- 
ding of Gold and Silver upon the Foundation 


watch this Doctrine (and that of [ydulgences, 
which depends upon it) brings into. that 
Chnrch ; yet I doubrnot, but in the Apoſtles 
ſenſe, it will be found to be Hay and: Stubble. 
But how groundleſs ſoever it be, it is too 
oaintul a Doatine to be eaſily parted withal, 


| 4. The 


any man that is ſtrong'y addicted to his Luſts, 


ot Chriſtianity, conſidering the vaſt Revenues ' 


RES. LEE - %, SEO 

4. The Doftrize of Trarſubſtantiation,” A. 7 

ard word, but I would to God that were. -*: 

the worſt of it; the thing is much more dife/ \, 7 
fcult, I have taken ſome pains to confider* \ 3 
other Religions that have been in the World,” © * 

ind I mult freely declare, that I never yer, 

in any of them, met with any Article or Pro- 
nofition, impoſed upon the belcif of men, 

{ Half fo unreaſonable and hard to be believed 
F -5 thisis. And yet this, in the Rowiſh Church, 
% «5 eſteemed one of the moſt principal Articles 
»f the Chriſtian Paith : though there is no 
certain Foundation for it in Scripture, then 
'5r our Saviours being Subſtantially changed in- 
!0 all thoſe things which are ſaid of him, as 
that heis a Rock, a Vine, a Door, and ahun- 
4red other things. 1th 
Bur this is notall. This Do&trine hath nor 
only #0 certain Foundation in Scripture, bur I 
l.ave a far heavier charge againſt it, namely, 
:hat it undermines the very Foundation of 
Chriſtianity it ſelf. And ſurely nothing ought 
{ tobeadmitted to be a part of the Chriſtian 
i Dofrme, which deſtroys the reaſon» of our 
belief of the whole. And that this DoQrine 
does ſo, will appear evidently, it we confider 
what was the main Argument which the Apa 
| files uſed to convince the World of the truth 
of Chriſtianity, And' that was this ; That our 
Bleſſed Saviour, the Author of this Dofrine, 
|  _ wrought 
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(12) . 

wrought ſuch & ſuch Miracles,and particularly that 
he roſe again from the Dead, And this they pro- 
ved, becauſe they were eye-witnefles of his 
Miracles, and had ſeen him, and converled 
with him after he was riſen from the Dead. 
But what if their ſenſes did deceive them in 
this matter > then it cannot be dented, bur 
that themain proof of Chriſtianity falls to the 
_ ground. | 


Well! We will now ſuppoſe (as the 
Church of Rome does) Tranſubſtantiation to 
have been one part of the Chriſtian Do- 
arine, witch the Apoſtles Preached, Bur 
. if this Dodrine be true, then all niens Sen- 
ſes are deceived in a plain ſenſible matter ,. 
wherein 'tis as hard for them ro be deccived, 
as in any thing in the world ; For two things 
can hardly be 1magin'd more different, than a 
Lttle bit of Wafer, and the whole Body of a 
Man. | 

So that the Apoſtles perlwading men to 
believe this Doarine, perlwaded them nor 
to truſt their Senſes, and yet the Aroument 
which they uſed to perlwade them to this was 
built upon the dire contrary principle, that 
mens Senſes are not to be truſtedz For it they 
be not, then notwithſtanding all the evidence 
the Apoſtles offer'd for the ReſurreRion of 
our Saviour , he might not be riſen; and 


i 
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fo the Faith of Chriſtians was vain. So they 
thar repreſent the Apoſtles as abſurdly -as is | 


poſſible, OY about to perſwade men out 
of their Senſes, by vertue of an Argument, 


| the whole ſtrength whereof depends upon the 


certainty of Senſe. 
| And now the matter” is brought to a fair 
Nue. If the teſtimony of See be ro be 
relied upon, then Trarſ#ſtantiation is falle : 
If it be not, then no man is ſure thar Chri- 
tianity is true. For the utmoſt aflurance that 
the Apoſtles had of the truth of Chriſtianity, 
was the teſtimony of their own Senſes concer- 
aing our Saviours Miracles ; and this Teſtimo- 
ny every man hath againſt Tranſubſtant:ation. 
From whence it plainly follows, that no man 
(no not the Apoſtles themſelves) had more 
reafon to believe Chriſtianity to be true, than 
eyery man hath to believe Tranſubſtantiation to 
be falſe. And we who did not ſee our Saviours 
Miracles (as the Apofliles did) and have only a 
credible Relation of them, butdo ſee the Sacra. 
ment, have leſs evidence of the truth of Chriſt;- 
«nity then of the falſhood of Tranſubſtantiation. 
But cannot God impoſe upon- the Senſes of 
men, and repreſent things to them otherwiſe 
than they are > Yes, undoubtedly, And if he 
ath'revealed thathehath done this; ar6we not 
ro believe him >} Moſt certainly, Bur then we 
ought to be aſſured that he hath made ſuch a 
RY | Revelation "2 


Omron 


Revelation.; which Aſurexcene man can have, 
_ the certainty ot Senſe being taken away. 


I (hall preſs the buſineſs a little farther. 
Suppoſing the Scripture to be a Devine Re- 
welation, and that theſe words | Thu i my Bo- 
dj] if they be in Ecripture, muſt neceſſarily be 
taken in the ſtri& and hteral ſenſe. I ask now, 
What greater evidence any man has, that theſe 
words | Thu u my Bod] arein the Bible, than 
every man has that the Bread is not chang'd in 
the Sacrament ? Nay no man has ſumuch ; for 
we have only the evidence of oxe Senſe. that 
theſe words are in the Bible, but that. the 
Bread is not chang'd we have the concurring 
Teſtimony of ſeveralof our ſenſes. In a word, 
if this be once admitted, that the Sexſes of all 
men aredeceivdin one of the molt plain ſen- 
ſible matters that can be, there is .no certain 


means left either ro convey or prove a Di- 


wine Revelation to Men ; nor is there any wzy 
to confute the grofſeſt impoſture inthe World: 
For if the clear evidence of all mens Senſes be 
nat ſufficient for this purpoſe, let any man it 
he can finda better and more convincing -Ar- 
gument. | =Y | E tos. a ny 
-.. 5. 1 will give but one Inſtance more of 
their Doftrines, And that. ſhall be, their 
Do8rine of depeſins Kings in caſe of Hereſfie, 
and Abſolvisgrtheir SubjeRts from their Alle- 
Ce tre pol | glance 
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zianceto them, And this is not a meer Spr= 
culatirve DoArine, but hath been put in practice | 
many a time by the Biſhops of Rome, as e-. 
very one.knows that is vers'd in}Hiſtory. For 
the Troubles and Contuſtons which were occa- 
fion'd by this very.thing make a good part of 
theHiſtory of ſeveral Ages. 

I hope no body expects that I ſhould take 
the pains to (hew, that this was not the Do- 
Arine of -our Saviour and his Apoſtles, nor of 
the Primitive Chriſtians, The Papiſts are 
many of chem fo far from pretending to this, 
tha; in ſome times and places, when it is not 
ſegſanable and -for-their purpoſe, we have 
much a-doe to perſwade them that ever it was 
their Doctrine. - But: :if Tranſubtautiation be 
their Dofrine, this is; for they came both 
out of ithe ſame Forge, I mean the Council 
of Lateraz under: Pope 1Inzecent the' Third. 
And. if, (as they tell us) TranſubPantiation 
was then eftabliſh'd, ſo was ths, . Andindeed 
one would think they were Twins, and 
brought forth az the ſame time, they are ſo like 
one another, that is, both ſo monſtronly © Uni- 
reaſonable. eb rievtogs lf pw 3 5; PR Fo et ) ; 
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- JE, Ir come now-in the Second 'place; to 


conſider. :fome 1 Praftuces of - the: Church of 
Rowe, (which I am. afraid, will prove as bad 
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| as her Do8rimes, I ſhall inſtance in theſe * 


Five. 


r. Their celebrating of their Divine Ser- 
vice 17 ay Unknown Tongue, And that not only 
contrary to the praQtice of the Primitive 
Church, and to the great end and defign of 
Religious Worſhip, which is the Edification 
of thoſe who are concerned in it, (and it is 
hard to imagine how men can be Edified by 
what they do notunderftand) but likewiſe in 
dire& contradiction to St. Paul, who hath no 
leſs than a whole Chapter, wherein he con- 
futes this PraQtice as fully, and condemns it as 
plainly, as any thing is condemned in the whole 
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| Bible. And they that can have theface to | 


; anaintain that this Pratice was not condemned 
by St. Paul, .or that it was allowed and vſed in 


the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, need not be aſha- 


med to ſer up for the defence of any Paradox 
inthe world. . ; Ry , 


2. The Communion 7 one kind; And 
that notwichſtanding that' even, by thefr own 
acknowledgement, our 'Saviour inftituted it 
in Both kinds, and the Primitive Church ad- 


miniftred it in both kinds: This- I muſt ac- 


knowledge is 20 addition-to Chriftiaiity, bur 
7 [pn taking away of A merpth of 
zhe Sacrament, For the Cop is g8 Effcntial a 

| part 
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(17). | 
part of the Inſtitution as the Bread ; ad they 
mighras well, aud by the ſame Authority, 
rake away the one as the other, , and both as 
well as cither. 

3- Their Worthippiny of Images. Which 
practice (notw ichſtanding all their diſtinti- 


ons abour it; which are no other but whar 


the Heatheps uſed in the fame cale) flyes as full 
in the face of the Second Commandment, as a 
deliberate and malicious killing of a man is a- 
gainſt the S;x75. Buritthe Cale beſoplain, a 

man would think char ar leaſt the Teachers 
and Guides of char Church ſhould be ſenſible 
ofit. Why, racy areſo, andafraid thepeo- 
ple ſhould be ſo cov; And therefore in their 
ordinary Cazechi/mms and Mapnnals of Deyotion, 
they leave ouc the Second Communament, and 
divide the 7ezth into two to makeup thenum- 
ber, Icſt if the common people ſhould know 
it, theic Conſciences ſhould ſtart at the do- 
ing of athing ſo directly contrary ro the plain 
Command of God. . 

4- The worſhipping of the Bread and 
Wize in the Euchariſt, out of a falſe and 
groundlels perfwaſion, 7has they are ſubſtanti- 


I- ath changed, into the Body and Bloud of Chrijt. 


W hichitic benor true, ( andithath good for- 
runeifir be, for certainly ir is one of the molt 
incredible chings in the whole world) then, by 
the confeſſion of ſeveral of rheir own learned 
Vricers,they are guilcy of grols 149/atry. 

C F.. The 
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5. The Worſhip and invogation of. Saz#7s 
and Angels; and particularly; of the Virgin 
ary, which hath now for ſome Ages been a 
principal part of their Religion, Now a man 
may juſtly wander that ſo conſiderable a part 
of Religion, as they make this to be, ſhould 
have no manner of foundation in the. Scri- 
prure. Does our Saviour any where ſpeak 
one word concerning the worſhipping of 
Her? Nay, does he not take all occaſions to 
reſtrain all extravagant apprehenſions and 
imaginations concerning the Honour due to 
Her, as foreſceing the degeneracy of the 
Churchin this thing? When he was told thar 
his Mother and Brethren were withour : 
Who ( fayshe ) aremy Mother and my Brethren! 
He that doth the will of my Father, the ſame 1s 
my Mother, and Siſter, ' and Brother. Ana 
when the Woman brake forth into that ra- 
pture concerning the bleſſed Mother of our 
Lord; Bleſſed is the YYomb that bear thee, and 
the Pays that gave thee ſuck! Our Saviour di- 
verts it to another thing ; rea rather, bleſſed 
are they that hear the VVord of God and keep it. 
Does either our Saviour or his Apoſtles inal! 
their Precepts and diredtions concerning, 
Prayer, and the manner of it, and by whom 
we are to addreſs ourſelves ro God, give the 
leaſt intimarion of Prayer to the Virgin 24477, 
cr waking uſe of her Mediation? And can 


any man belieye, thatit this had beenthe Pra- 
: ice 


(19) 
Gice ofthe Church from the beginning, our 


 Seviouy and his Apoſtles would have been fa 


filent about ſo conſiderable a/part of Religion? 


Inſomuch that in all the Epiſtles of the Apo- 


ſtles I do not remember that her name is fo 
much as once mentioned; And yer the wOor- 
ſhip of her in the Church of Rome is a main 
part of their Publick Worſhip; yeaand of their 
Private Deyotion too, in which it is uſual. 
with them to ſay ze Ave Maries for one PAev 
Nofeter, that is, for one Prayer they make to 
Almighty God they makerten addreſfles to the 
bleſſed Virgin, for thatis the proportion ob»+ 
ſerved in their Roſaries. He that conſiders 
zhs and had never ſeen the Bible, - would have 
been aptto think, chat there had been more 
{aid concerning Hey in Scripture, than either 
concerning God, or our Blefled Seviowr; and 
that the New-Teſtament were full from one 
end co the other of Precepts and Extiortatt- 


- ons to the worſhippingof her; andyer whett 


all is done, I challeng any man to ſhew me, 
ſo much as one fentence inthe whole Bible 
thatſoundsthat way, And there is as lirtte in 
the Chriſtian Writers of the firſt chree hun- 
dred years. The truthis, zhi praffice begats 
r0.creep in among fome Superſtitions peo- 
pe abour the middle of the fourrh Cenrary; And 
remember particularly, that Epiphanims who 
lived about: that tinge, callsit, the Hereſte of 
Flomen. + | 
Ns C4 And 


And thus I have given yon ſome Inſtances 
of ſeveral Dodrines and-Pradtices, which the 
Church of Rome bave built upon the Founda- 
tion of Chritiawy.,* Much moremight bave 
beenſaid ot rWemy © bur trom whar hath been 
faid; any man may cafily diſcern how danger- 
ous they arcto the Salvation of men. fg 

I proceednow in the Second place. 

II. To conlider whether our granting 4 p9/-- 
ſpbility of Salvation, though witi: great hazard, 
ro thole in the communion of the Roman 
Church, andtheirden+ingirt rous, be a ſufi- 


cient argument and encouragement to any ' 


man troquitour Church and go to theirs. An 
there is the more need to conſider this, becauſe 
this is the greatpoprlar Argument, where with 
the Emiſlaries and Apents of thac Churchare 
wont to ailaulr our p: ople. Tour Charch( fayes 
they) grants that a Paprſt may be Saved ; Onrs 
deny that a Proteſiant can be Seved :; there- 
fore 2t us ſafeſt to be of our (hurch, in which Sal. 
vation, by the acknowledement of both ſides, is 
poſſible. 

For anſwer to this, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew 
rhat this 1s fo far from being a good Argument, 
thatitis ſo intolerable weak and /ophr/tical, rhar 
any conſiderate man ought to be alhamed to 
be catchd by it. For either ir is good of it 
ſelf, and ſufficient ro perſwadea man to relin- 
quiſh our Church, and to pals over totheirs, 


withour entering into the Merits of the Caufe 


on cither fide,and without cemparing the Do- 


arines | 


(O00 -- 
 Arines and Pradtices of both the Churches to- 
gether, oritis nor. If ir be nor ſufficientof3r- 
ſelf ro perfwade-a man to'leave' our Church, 
wit»out Comparing the Dodtrines on borh 
ſides, then it is'to no purpole, and chere is 
nothing got by it. For it upon examination 
and comparing of Doctrines, the one appear 
ro be true, and the other 7a//e, this alone, is 
ſufficient inducement to any manto cleave to 
tharChurch where the rrueDottrine is found, 
and then there is no need of this Argument. 

If it be faid, that this Argument i is gaodin 
itſelf, without the examination of the Do- 
&rines of both Churches ; this ſeems a very 
ſtrange thing for any man to affirm, thar ir is 
reaſon enough to a-man to be of any Church, 
whar ever her doctrines and PraQtices be, if 
ſhedo bur damn thoſe that differ from her,& if 
the Church that differs from her do but allow 
a poſſibility of Salvation in her Communion. 

| Burrhey who ule. this Argument, prerend 
thar ir 15 Sufficient of itſelf; and therefore [ 
{hall apply my ſclt ro ſhe w,as briefly and plain- 
ly as | can, the miſerable weakreſs and inſuffici- 
ency of it, to fatisfie any mans Conſcience or 
prudence to change his Religion. Andto this 
endl ſhal, | 

1. Shew the weakneſs of the Principle upon 
whichthis Argument relies. 

2. Give ſome parallel Inſtances by which it 
willclearly appear that ic concludes falſe. 
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(22) | 
.3- I ſhall cake notice of ſome groſs abſard: 
res that follow from it, © | - 
4. Shew how unfit it is to work upon zhofe 
to whom itis propounded. And 
5. How improperitis to be urgedby thoſe 


that make uſe of ir, 
7. I ſhall ſhew the weakneſs of the Principle 


upon which this Argument relies. And thatis | 


this : That whatever different Parties in Religion 
green ts ſafeſt to be choſen. The true conle- 
quence of which Principle, if it be driven to 
the head,isto perſwade men to forſake Chriſti- 
aniry, and to make themrake up in the Prin- 
Eiples of Nazvral Religion, for intheſe all Reli- 
gions do agree. Forif this Principle be true, 
and fignifie any thing, it is dangerous to em- 
brace any thing wherein the ſeveral parties in 
Religion differ; becauſe that only is Safe and 
prudent to be choſen wherein af agree. So 
that this argument, if the Foundation of it be 
good, will perſwade further than thoſe who 
make ule of it deſire ic ſhould do: for it will 
nor only. make men torlake the Proteftan? Re. 
tigton, but Popery too,and, which is much more 
conſiderable, Chriſtiantty it (elt. | 
2. I will give ſome parallel Inflawces, by 
which it will clearly be ſecn that this Argu- 
ment concludes falſe. The Doxitifts denied. 
the Baptiſm of the Catholicks to be good, bue 
the Carholicks acknowledged the Baptiſm of 
the Dgnarrfts to be valid, So that borh fides 
were 


, 


So, 


(23) | 
were agreed that the Baptiſm of the Donarits 
was good ; therefore the ſafeſt way for St. Au- 

flinand other Carholicks(3ccording to this Ar- 

gument) was to be baprized again by the Do- 
natiſts, becauſe by rhe acknowledgment . of 
both ſides Baptiſm among them was valid. 

Bur tro come nearerrothe Chutch of Rowe, 
Several in that Church hold zhe per/onal Infal- 
libility of the Pope, and the lawfulneſauf depoſeng 
and killing Kings for Hereſie, tobe de fide, that 
is,neceſlaryArrticles of Faith, and conſequenly 
thar whoever does not believe them, cannor 
be ſaved. Bur a great many Papiſts, though 
they believerheſerhings ro be no matcers of 
fairy, yet they think thoſe that hold them may 
be.ſaved, and they are generally very favoura- 
ble rowards them. Bur now according to 
this Argument, they ought all to be of rheir 
opinionin theſe points, becauſe both ſides are 
agreed, that zhey that hold them may be ſaved; 
bur one fide politively ſayes, that men cannot 
be ſaved if they do not hold them. 

Bur my Text furniſheth me with as good 
an Inſtancero this purpoſe as can be deſired. 
St. Paul here in the Text, acknowledgeththe 
poſſibility of the Salvation of thoſe, who built 
Hay and Stubble upon the foundation of Ghrifti- 
antty ; that they might be Saved, though with 
gceat difficuly, and as itwere; owt of the Fire, 
But now among thoſe Builders with Hay and 
Stubble, there were thoſe who denied the 


24) 
poſſibility of St. Pax!'s Salvation, and of thoſe 
who were of hismind. Weare toldof ſome 
who Built the Jewi/b Ceremonies and Obſer- 
vances wjon the Foundation of Chriſtianity, 
and ſaid, that unleſs men were Circumciſed 
anc! kepr the law of A24s/es, they Could not 
be Saved. 50 that by this Argument St. Paul 
and his followers ought ro have gone over to 
thoſe Judarzing Ciriitians, becaule it was aC- 
kno® ledged- on both fides, that they might 
be Saved: Bur theſe Judaizing Chriſtians were 
as uncharitable ro St. Par! and other Chriſti- 
ans, as the Church of Rome is now to us3 
for rhey ſaid poſitively that they could not 
be Saved. Bur can any man think, that St. Paul 
would have been moved by this Argument, 
toleave afafe and certain way of Salvation, 
fr that which was only poſſible, and that 


wich great difficulty and Atorry 2? The Argu- | 


ment, you ſee is the very ſame, and yet it 
concludes the wrong way ; which plainly 
ſhews, that it is a comr1mgent Argument, and 
concludes uncertainly and by chance, and 
therefore noman oughtto be moved by it. . 

3. I fhallrake notice of ſome groſs Ab/ar- 
aities that follow frem ir. Iſhall mention bur 
theſe two. | 


T. According to this Principle, itis always: 


fafeſtro be on the uncharizable fide. And yer 
uncharitablene(sis as bad an evidence, either 
of a true Chriſtian or a true Church, as 4 
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man would wiſh. charity is one of the moſt 
Eſſential marks of Chriſtianity; and wharthe 

Apoſtle fairh of particular Chriſtians, is as 
true of whole Ciurches ;thar though they have 
all Faith, yet if they have not Charity "ru are 
nothing. * 

I grant that no Charity reacheth men to 
ſee others Damned and not tortell them the 
danger of their condition. Burtiris to be cori- 
fider'd, that the damning of men is a very 
bard ching, and therefore. "when ever wed: it, 
the caſe mu be wonderfully. plain. And is 
itlo in this caſe? Theyotthe Church of Rome 
cannot deny, bur that weimbrace all the do- 
arines ot <ur Saviourand his Apoſtles ; what- 
ever is contain'd in the Apoſtles Creed, and 
determined by rhe, four firſt general Coun- 
cils; Andyet they will not allow this, and a 
good life, ro pur us within a poſlibility of fal- 
vation, becauſe we will not ſubmir ro all the 
innovaſions they would impoſe upon us. And 
yet I think there is ſcarce any Dodtrine or 
Pradtice, in difference between them and us, 
which ſome or other of their molt learned 
Writers have not acknowledged, either nor 
ro be ſufficiencly contained in Scriprure, or 
not to. have been held and practiſed by the 
Primitive Church) ſo thar nothing can excule 
their uncharictableneſs towards us. And they 
pay dear tor the lirtle adyantage they get by 


this Argument for tney do what in them 


lies, ; | 


(26) 
lies, to makethemſelyes no Chriſtians, that 
they may prove themſelves the truer Church;a 
mediamwhich wedo hotdeſire to make uſe of. 


2. If this Argument were good, then by | 


rhistrick aman may bring over all the world 
co agree with him in anerror, which another 
| does not account damnable, what cver itbe ; 

rovided he do but damn all thoſe that do not 
hold ir, andthere wants nothing but confidence 
and wncharitableneſs to do this. But is thereany 
ſenſe,thar another mans boldneſs and wantof 
Charity ſhould be an Argument ro move mc 
co be of his opinion? I cannot illuftrate this 
better, than by rhedifference berween a skil- 


ful Phyſician anda Mountebanck. A learned . 


and skilfal Phificran is modeſt, and ſpeaks juſt- 


ly of things : he ſayes that ſuch a merhod of 


Cure which he harh direttedis falſe, and with 
all,thatthar which the Mountebank preſcribes 
may poflibly do the work ; but there is great 
hazardand dangerin it. But the Jounzebank, 


whonever talks of any thing leſs than Ifallible - 


Cures (and always the more Mountebank, the 


| ſtronger prerence to Infallibility) he is poſe. 


zive that thar Mcthod which the Phyſician 
om will deſtroy the Patient, bur his 

eceiptis Infallible, and never fails. Isrhere 
any reaſon inrhis caſe, thar this man ſhould 
carry ir, meerly by his confidence ? And yer if 
this Argumentbe good, the ſafeſt way is to 
r2je@ the Phyſicians advice,and toſtick tothe 


_ Mountebanks; For both ſides are agreed, thar _ 
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fapy: 
there is a poſſibility of Cure in the Mounte- 
banks merhod, butnor inthe Phyſicians ; and 
ſothe whole force of the Argument lies in the 


« confidence of an ignorant man. 


4+ This Argument is very unfit to work 
upon Zheſe to whom ir is propounded : For 
either they believe we ſay true in this,or not. 
It they think we do not, they have no 
reaſon ro be moved by what we ay. If 
they think we do, why do they not take in 
all that we ſay in this matter ? Namely, thar 
rhough ir be poſſible for ſome in the Commus- 
nion of the Reman Church to be faved, yerir is 
very hazardous ; and that they arein a fate 
condition already in our Church; and why 
then ſhould 4 bare poſſzbzlity, accompani'd with 
infinite and apparenthazard, be an Argument 
ro any man to runinto that danger ? 

Laſtly, This Argument is very improper to 
be urged by thoſe who make ule of it. Part of 
cheſtrengrh of it lies in this,that we Proteſtants 
acknowledg that z7 is poſſible a Papiſt may be 


1 /aved. Bur.why ſhould they lay any ſtreſs upon 


this? what matter is it, vyhat vve Hereticks ſay, 
vvho are ſo damnably miſtaken in all other 
rhings ? Methinks, ifthere vvere no other rea- 
ſon, yet becauſe vveſay it, it ſhouldſeem tro 
rhemto be unlikely to be rue. ButlI perceive, 
vvhenit ferves for their purpoſe, vve have ſome 
little Credit and Authority among them. 

By this time I hope every oneis in ſome 
meaſure fatisfied of the weakneſs of this. Argu- 
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ment, vvhich: is fo tranſparent, that no vviſe 
man can honeſtly aſe it,and he muſt hayea ve- 
ry odd Underſtanding that can be cheated by 
ic. The rruth 1s, it 1s 4 caſual and contingent Ar- 
gument, and lometimes it concludes right, 
and ofmner vvrong : and thereforeno prudent 
man can be moved by it, except only in one 
calc; vvhen all things are ſo equal on both 
ſides, that there 1s nothing clic in the vvhole 
Worldto determine him ; vvhich f{arel; can 
never happen in watters of Religion neceiſa- 
rily to be belieyed. No man is ſo weak,as not 
to conſider in the change of his religion, 


the merits of the canſe it ſelf; ro examine the 
DotFrines and Prattiſes of the Thurches on - 


both ſides; to rakenorice of the coxfidence and 


Charity ofboth Parties,together withall other 


things which ought to move a conſcientious 
and a prudent man.And if upon enquiry there 
appear to beaclear advantage on cither ſide, 
thenthis Argument isneedleſs,and comes rov 
late, becauſe the work is already done with 
our it. 

Betides that the great hazard of Salvation 
in the Roman Church, (which we declare up- 
on account of the PodtFrimes and Pracdtiſes 
wich 1 have mentioned) ought tro deter any 
man much more from chatReligion, than the 


acknowledged poſſibility of Salvation in ir, 


ought to encourage any man to the embra- 
cing of it; Never did any Chriſtian Church 


| build, 
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J build fo much hay and ſtubble upon the foun 
J dation of Chriſtianity z and rherefore zhoſ” 
| chat are ſaved init, muſt be ſaved, asit were» 
i oat of the fire. And though Purearory be nor 
x meant in the Text, yer it is adodrine very 
"W well ſuiredro their manner of building ; tor 
# there isnced of an [gnzs pureatorizs , of a fire 
[| ro try their work, what it is, and to burn up. 
{ theirhay andſtubble. AndT have ſo much cha- 
| rity(andIdefirealwaics to have it)as to hope 
thar a great many among them who live pi- 
4 oully, and have been almoſt inevitably de- 
|} rain'd in that Church by rhe prejudice of E- 
| ducation and-an' invincible ignorance , will 
| upona gezeral repentarcetind mercy with God, 
1 ,and rhough their v ork {uftcr loſs and be burner 
yet they themſelves may eſcape as out of the fire. 
/ Buras forthole who bave had the opporruni- 
{ ries of coming to the knowledg of the truth, 
| it chey continueintie Errors of that Church, 
or Apoltarize from the trurh. I rhins their 
condition ſo far from being late, rhar there 
J mult be extraordinary favourable circumſtan- 
I ces in their caſe to give a man hopes of their 
I Salvation. 


\% 


| | bave now done with two things I pro- 
4 Fpoundedto ſpeak to. AndI am ſorry thar the 
© cceſcary defence of vur Religion, againſt the 
J re/Heſs importuntities and attempts of its Adver- | 
{{aries upon all forts of Perſons, hath engaged 
me to ſpend ſo much rime in matters of dil- 


] ; D pute 
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pute, which I had much rather have employ < 
edinanother way. Many of you can be my 
witneſles, that I have conſtantly made it my 
buſineſs, in this great preſence and afſembly, 
ro plead againſt the 7mpieries and wickedneſs of » 
men 3 and have endeayour'd, by the beſt Ar. 

uments I could think of, ro gain men ovetro 
a jirm belief and ſerious practice of the main 
things of religion. And, [do affure you,] had 
much rather perſwade any one to be a good 
man, thanto beof any party or denomination 
of Chriſtians whatſoever. For I doubr not bur 
the belief” of the _4ntient Creed, without the 
addirtionot any o:herArricles, fogether with a 
good life, will certainly ſave a man ; and withour 
this no man can have reaſonable hopes of ſal- 
vation, no not in an Infallible Church,if there 
were any ſuch to be ſoundinthe World. 

I have been, according to my opportuni- 
ties, not anegligentoblerver of the Genizsand 
Humour of the ſeveral ſecs and profeſſions in 
religion. And upon the whole marter, I do 
in my conſcience believe the Churchof Eng- 
lad to be the beſt conſtitured Church this 
day inthe world; and thar, asrothe main, the 
Dodtrine, and Government, and YVorſhip of it 

are excellently framed to make men ſoberly 
religzorns : lecuring men on the one hand from 
the wild freaks of Enthuſiaſm ; and on the o- 
ther, fromrhegrots follics of Super/titzom And 
our Church hath rhis peculiar adyantage a- 

bove 


| vincing evidence, ,that ſhould ſway ar 


boye ſeveral profeſſions that we know in the * 
world, that it acknowledgeth a ducand juſt _ 
{ſubordination ro the crmil authority, and hath 
alwayes been untainted in zs /ozalty. 
Andnow ſhall every trifling conſideration be ſuf- 
ficient to move a man to relinquiſh ſuch a Church ? 
There is no greater difparagement toa mans Under- 
{tanding, no greater Argument of alight and unge- 
2 rous Mind, than raihly to change ones Religion. 
#-ligton is our greateſt concernment of all other, and 
it is not every little Argument, no nor a great noiſe 
about Infallibilzty, nothing but very plainand core 
nin this caſe, 


ut they are utterly inexcuſable, whe 
of ſuch concernment upon the inſiniions of one 
5deonly, without ever hearing what can be ſaidfar 
the Church they were Baptized and brought up in, 
before they leave it. They that can yield thus eaſily 
to the Impreſſions of every one that hath a deſignand 
intereſtto make Proſelytes, may atthis rate of difcre- 
tion change their Kelzgron twice a-day, and inicad 
of Morning and Evening Frazer they may haye a 
Alorning and an Evening Religion. 
Therefor-, for Gods ſake, and for our own Souls 
ſake, : ndfor the ſake of our Reputation, letus con- 
{:derand ſhew oxr ſelves men; Let us not ſuffer our 
ſclvesto be ſhakenand carried away with every wind; 
Let us not run our ſelves into danger whe" w- may 
beſafe, Letus ſtick to the Foxndation and Religion, 
the Articles of our Common belief, and Build upon 
them Gold, and Silver, and precious Stones, I mea: , 
the wirtmes and attions of a good Life; and if we 
«ould do this we ſhould not be apt to ſet ſuch a va. 
ine upon Hay and Srwbble, If w: would — 
endea. 
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£ _ ata. to 5 ire holy bn virtuous lives,we > ould 

t 'notpeedis caſt about for a Religion which may fur. 

_ nifh'us with eafie and indirc& waycs to getto Hea. 
yen. 
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I WIEL: odds all with the Apoſtles 
F xhortation. '/ Yherefore my beloved Brethren, 
be ye fteadfaf? and unmoveable, alwayes 4- 
bounding inthe work of the Lord. 


OV the God of peace which brought 4- 
N gain from the Dead ow Lord- Jclus 
Chriſt, :\ereat Shepherd of the Sheep, by 
2he blood The Everlaſting Covenant make 
you perfett in every good work to ao his will ; 
working in you that which i well pleaſing in his 
ſteht, Arovgh Jeſus Chriſt, ro who be. Glory 
for eyer andever, Amen. 


The End. 
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